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Sherwood Forest Friends has had an excellent 2024 following our 
missions of conserving our land and preserving our mountain 
culture. 
 
 
Janet Robertson really put the community in Dunns Rock 
Community Center when she made this place available on 
relatively short notice when the CMCC had to close for repairs.  
Thank you for good neighbors! 
 
 
Since our annual meeting last year, we ended 2023 by accepting 
our 12th lot, SAT VI on Surrey Lane near the tennis courts and 
transferring it to the HOA.  It was a 1.6 acre lot, deeded for 
multi-family construction. Development in that area near the pool, 
racket sports courts and the parking lot would present a concern 
about runoff   on to the golf course, increase traffic in an already 
busy section of SF and remove a visual and noise barrier between 
the golf course and the other amenities. Saving this lot made a lot 
of sense.   
                       
SFF has ended 2024 the same way.  We purchased lot K18, 
approximately .86 acre, with money generously donated by two of 
our residents.  This lot was owned by Charley and Elke Burden and 
it is next to their lot, which was recently sold.   
K-18 is instrumental to a natural water filtration system, carrying an 
enormous amount of clean swift water during Hurricane Helene 
downhill through culverts and eventually in to Betty Kay Lake.  This 
lot is also an active wildlife corridor and it contains an existing foot 
trail thanks to the Burdens.  The Green Area Committee has 



recommended that the HOA acquire this lot from SFF and we will 
await the residences’ positive vote in December to transfer that lot.  
 
 
Earth Day, April 22nd 2024 was a big celebration for us.   

●​We partnered with the Canteen to present a program on the 
water quality in Cedar Mountain, and  

●​we partnered with Nature Nuts to host Winkie Clark educating 
us about our favorite part time residents, our chimney swifts!   

●​We then dedicated our third tower in Swift Plaza.  Sherwood 
Forest has been recognized by the Wildlife Rehabilitators of 
NC as the most active recipient of their grants, and Hurricane 
Helene was kind enough to miss all 3 towers when she 
deposited trees in the plaza! 

 
●​We also donated to the SF Arboretum for their informational 

markers in their renovation of their space.  The Arboretum joins 
Nature Nuts and the Canteen as strong partners in our 
common goals. 

 
 
We awarded the Greg Allikas Scholarship in 2024 to Steve O’Neil 
of Earthshine Nature Programs and we know that he made 
excellent use of our award.  Earthshine joins a growing list of 
educational partners with SFF that we can be proud of, including 
Muddy Sneakers, the Sustainable Communities class at Brevard 
College, the Mountain School of Strings and the Transylvania Arts 
Council  
 
We began another valued partnership this year with the 
Transylvania Historical Society as we co-sponsor events at the 
McGaha Chapel with them and Cedar Mountain.   



●​A sing a long of summer camp favorites was held in June 
followed by a watermelon cutting and  

●​on December 1, we hope everyone will gather at 2:30 to sing 
Christmas Carols. Typically the crowd returns to the RHC for 
hot cider and baked goods, but this year the Center will 
probably not be available due to construction.   

●​We will go to the Rocky Hill Baptist Church Family Life Center 
this year.   

●​Volunteers from the Woodcutters provide chauffeuring duties to 
and from the Chapel.  Please join us especially if you never 
have.  It is a delightful way to spend an afternoon. 

 
The 2024 Summer Series was so exciting this year! We partnered 
with the Shoo Fly Dancers  of Cedar Mt again, dancing with Uncle 
Ted and the  White Water Blues Band. People of every age had a 
great time! If you haven’t attended, don’t miss the next one. 
 
Richard Smith entertained us with excellent musicianship, humor 
and audience participation  as we set a single event attendance 
record for the barn!  
 
We learned about summer camps in our area from Page Lemel, 
and found out that many of our residents attended these camps 
way back in their youth! Laura Sperry introduced us to some of the 
African American leaders in our county’s history, including Loretta 
Mary Aiken, or Moms Mabley, whose picture is now on the side of 
the Coed cinema. 
 
Proceeds from the donations of wine, water and raffle tickets all go 
to the Greg Allikas scholarship fund.  This year’s winners were Deb 
Hincewinz of Virginia and our own bugler, Peter Anderson. 
 



SFF continued a partnership with Royle Duff and Kerri Zink 
attending another showing of Judith’s pottery and Kerri’s jewelry. 
SFF provided $500 to a lucky member to purchase pottery. Diana 
Refsland won the raffle. 
 
If you haven’t picked up on the theme for this year, its partnership.  
SFF continues to thrive on its own, but as we found out during the 
Hurricane Helene aftermath, we are all stronger when we work 
together. 
 
Speaking of working together, let me introduce you to the board of 
SFF who put in time and energy to make our organization 
successful: 
Karin Bar-zeev 
Libby Brown  
Winkie Clark , 
Linda McGehee  
Clint Owings and 
Susan Wilkinson  
 
This year we have added 19 new members to the organization. It is 
through the generosity and dedication of our members that we are 
able to do what we do.  
 
We are co-sponsoring a fund raiser for the rebuilding of Cedar Mt 
businesses Nov  16th in the barn.  Look for information to come out 
soon about that. 
 
If you are not sure if your membership is current, please check with 
me--I can tell you. 
 
Thanks to everyone who made this a special night—the kitchen 
crew helping Caroline Joe (Linda McGeehee, Brenda Knosher, 



Julie Boyer, Karen Geney) Mary and Lo, David Messer and Mike 
Brann who organized parking, Steve O’Neil our scholarship 
recipient, your pourers for tonight Karin and Susan 
 
Thanks for coming tonight, and thanks for your ongoing support. 
Here is to ending one year and beginning another! 
 


