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President’s Corner:  
Conservation Through Art 

Most of us are familiar with Ansel Adams and his photography of the western 
landscape, and the role he played in popularizing the National Parks, particularly 
Yosemite and the Grand Canyon. You may not be aware of a lesser-known 
photographer whose art played a similar role in the Smoky Mountains.  George 
Masa, a young immigrant from Japan, arrived in Asheville in 1915. He took on the  
difficult task of hiking these mountains of few trails carrying his heavy, large 
format cameras, documenting panoramic views in the fog, mist and sun, morning 
and night. His photographs advocated for protecting the Smokies from the logging 
industry, and played a crucial role in convincing President Calvin Coolidge and 
Congress to establish the Great Smoky Mountain National Park in 1926.  His 
images also convinced wealthy patrons like the Rockefellers to spend millions to 
buy up the land and give it to the federal government who dedicated the park in 
1940. Both Adams and Masa knew that if people could see the beauty of these 
areas, they would realize their value not only to nature, but to the future as well, 
and would want the land conserved. 

George Masa , called the “Ansel Adams of the Southern Appalachians,” did his job 
well:  today the Great Smoky Mountains National Park is the most popular of all 63 
national parks and other national designations with over 13 million people visiting 
it in 2023.  As Aaron Siskind, a socially  conscious photographer said, “Photography 
is a way of feeling, of touching, of loving.”  And, we might add, of conserving. 

The facts of Masa’s life have not been widely known, but in September Janet 
McCue and Paul Bonesteel’s biography, “George Masa: A Life Reimagined” will be 
published, shedding more light on this remarkable man. 

Aaron Siskind was another remarkable man.  He taught at Black Mountain College 
in Black Mountain, not far from here. The private, liberal arts school was holistic 
and interdisciplinary much like Warren Wilson College, just minutes away.  Many 
famous people outstanding in many fields passed through Black Mountain College 
before it closed in 1957 due to funding issues.  Camp Rockmart for Boys is now on 
that site. 

   Carol McCullough 
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Is That a Dinosaur 
In My Back Yard? 

No that is not a dinosaur in your back 
yard.  It is not a miniature 
Ankylosaurus.  It is a nine-banded 
armadillo.   

Its armor is separated into plates made 
of hardened skin called scutes, which are 
connected by elastic skin.  This makes 
their scutes surprisingly flexible. 
However, they cannot roll up into balls 
like some of their cousins, anteaters and 
sloths.  Instead, they dig into the ground 
with their sharp front claws to protect 
their soft underbelly. 

In the fall of 2019, two friends and I were 
walking up to Whitewater Falls about an 
hour-and-a-half southwest of us.  In a 
field by the parking lot a small crowd had 
gathered around an animal.  People were 
respectful, staying about 20 yards or so 
away.  My first thought was “What’s the 
ruckus? It’s a groundhog.”  But it wasn’t.  
It was an armadillo, digging for food.   I 
was stunned.  My mind came up with the 
same question most people were  
thinking. WHAT IS AN ARMADILLO 
DOING IN THE MOUNTAINS OF THE 
CAROLINAS? 

These rascals were first seen in Western 
NC in 2007 and there have been over 800 
sightings since. It seems the reason the 
armadillos have moved from states south 
of us is due to this area having milder 
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I have awakened  
into the temple 

of today 

 

I have awakened into today’s immensity: 

Light shimmying down the tree limbs 

Feeling their rough bark as it descends 

The leaves taking their small breaths 

Thrilling the whole hillside 

With incomprehensibly vast 

movements. 

You are out on the paddleboard 

Finding the pond’s small secrets 

A dragonfly on a limb 

The slider turtle on a log 

The water snake 

They sense your quiet love 

And let you near; 

To it you are as benign as water. 

Already the day is aging, coarsening 

Toward fat noon, feeding on time 

Acquiring a complacent air. 

As if at noon there is enough time 

As if there ever could be. 

Too soon a sunset, or not 

And then the great night. 

                                                                      

                                                                          

Augustus Napier 

The third in our Must Know Mosses 
series is a tough, resilient customer that 
resides in a most un-moss like place: 
limy boulders in full sun. My favorite 
rockery in Sherwood Forest, located 
directly behind the Oriole/Cardinal 
Road junction sign,  has a fine display.  
Nestled among sweet grass (sacred 
plant of the Eastern Band of Cherokee) 
is a small gathering of stones with 
healthy colonies of Anomodon rostratus 
commonly known as  yellow yarn moss 
or tree apron moss.  

Anomodon is a pluerocarpus, meaning 
it grows sideways,  forming complex, 
thick, tightly packed matts of needle-
tipped leaves that are well suited to 
conserve moisture in sunny spots. 
When you visit, take a pix or use a 

loupe to magnify the leaves to see the 
delicate white pricks at the needle tips. 
Anomodon readily spreads in alkaline 
locations but will “mush up” if placed 
on our acidic soils. Check your stone 
walls and paths to see if you have been 
blessed! The pictures below show first 
the rock I nicknamed the “mother” 
rock, which is mostly covered with 
mats. 

The second pix I call the “farm” rock 
where I removed an overhanging 
section from “mom” last fall and placed 
two smaller mats in crevices to see if 
they would take. Without any further 
meddling, the new mats are doing what 
mosses do—happily spreading their 
glory.             
                      Gwenne Hayes-Stewart 

“Must-Know” Mosses, Part Three 

Moss Research 
Researchers at the Donald Danforth Plant Science Center in St. Louis, Missouri 

have discovered that mosses show a three-fold increase in biomass through 

“adjustments in growth, metabolism, and physiology.” They are experimenting 

with the balance of available sugars and nitrogen to see how mosses react to 

these changes, incluidng those caused by climate change.  Since mosses play a 

significant role in sustaining natural carbon storage systems like permafrost and 

bogs, these researchers are hoping to determine if mosses can be used to 

prevent thawing of permafrost and/or harmful changes to bogs caused by 

climate change.  This is likely as mosses have already shown that they are crucial 

in rehabilitating areas after forest fires, retaining water and limiting runoff; and 

contributing to overall soil health.  The studies are on going so stay tuned!  



 Wanderlust, Revisited 

We thought we were finished with the 
nomadic life, wandering freely with 
curiosity as our only guide.  Our ten 
months on the road was an experience 
we will always treasure.   

Much to our surprise, after less than two 
years,  wanderlust came back with a 
vengeance.  We began poring over the 
internet looking for small, comfortable 
trailers we could safely pull and afford.  

As seems to be the case in our lives, 
something showed up just when we 
were ready to buy.  A perfect, seemingly 
new (though it wasn’t) little camper. 
After some quick research we jumped at 
the chance and bought it.  We were in 
seventh heaven feeling footloose and 
fancy free again!   

The dry weight (how much you are  
actually pulling) reported by the sellers 
and  the towing capacity of our vehicle 
seemed a fit, but, turns out it wasn’t!  
We were very disappointed at the 
prospect of having to sell the perfect 
little camper and go back to square one. 

Trading in our practically new car for  a 
vehicle with more towing capacity was 
the solution.  I have always done well 
negotiating purchases in the past. But 
now, being in the grey-haired-woman 
demographic, sales people began 
kneading their hands in glee as they saw 
me coming.  It mattered not what I told 
them, what I wanted, or how clear I was.  
They attempted to manipulate me to 
want what THEY wanted to sell me.  The 
whole process took much longer than it 
should, with repeated firm and 
frustrated “NO’s!”   

Ultimately, we drove out of the 
dealership completely drained with a 
vehicle that works for us.  But a caution 
for women over 70 buying from a 
dealership: wear your toughest 
PERSONAL ARMOR and take NO 
prisoners!   

Now, slightly bruised and a bit battered, 
we’re ready to hit the road again! 
        
         Karin Bar-Zeev 

 

2024 Summer Series 

Free admission! 

7 p.m. in the Robin Hood Barn.   

Wine, water, and raffle tickets to benefit the Greg 

Allikas Scholarship Fund will be available for 

donation beginning at 6:30 p.m.  

July 27  
Richard Smith in Concert 

Internationally acclaimed guitarist Richard Smith promises to wow Cedar 
Mountain with a solo repertoire that spans from up-tempo barn burners 

to swing standards, the classics to pop, and traditional fiddle tunes to 
Sousa marches.  If you were lucky enough to catch him at Brevard Music 

Center last year, you know he’ll offer a showcase of finger-picking 
virtuosity and versatility.   

 
August 3  

Summer Camps in Transylvania County 
Watch www.sherwoodforestfriends.org/events for more. 

 
August 17  

African American History of Transylvania County 
Laura Sperry, the local history librarian at Transylvania County Library, will 
highlight local African American history with a focus on prominent figures, 

community locales, industries, and achievements. 
 

www.sherwoodforestfriends.org 

https://www.sherwoodforestfriends.org
https://www.sherwoodforestfriends.org


We welcome your 
comments, 
suggestions, and 
ideas for future 
stories. Contact 
Susan Wilkinson, 
sgeew7@gmail.com. 
Thanks to our 
proofreaders 
Thurman Hill and 
Daphne Larkin and 
to Caroline 
Chambers for taking 
us from print to 
pixels. 

Sherwood Forest Friends 
P.O. Box 212, Cedar Mountain, NC 28718 

Sherwood Forest Friends, Inc., is a not-for-profit 
charitable organization under Section 501c( 3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. Our federal identification number 
is 82-1825571. 

winters.   Armadillos lack the insulation to survive very cold 
temperatures and could freeze to death.  It is unclear 
whether this migration northward will go on.   If global 
warming continues, they might end up in Maine!    

These guys are insectivores. They mostly eat bugs, beetles, 
grubs, worms, spiders and termites. Occasionally they eat 
fungus, fruits and seeds, as well as some carrion. But they 
love bugs the most. 

These little armored mammals are actually good swimmers 
when they need to be. They can also hold their breath for up 
to six minutes and are skilled at walking underwater to cross 
streams. 

Nine-banded armadillos nearly always have litters of four 
babies, identical quadruplets.  The babies look very much like 
adults but are smaller and softer than their armored parents. 

Armadillos can cause damage due to their need to dig both 
for food and shelter.  They may have several burrows in their 
territory, some up to seven feet deep.  Because of this they 
can be pests.  They can dig up plants, harm tree roots and 
leave holes in your yard.   

“What can I do,” you may ask.  You can capture and remove 
them during trapping season. However, it is illegal to relocate 
them on your own. There is no specific hunting season so 
they can be shot.  For us nature and animal lovers, it seems 
that fencing valuable plants can be a deterrent. 

You may have heard that armadillos are vectors for leprosy, 
but only a small percentage have been found to carry the 
disease.  They can spread the disease so don’t handle the 
wildlife and wear gloves when you are working in soil where 
they may have dug. 

As nocturnal animals, armadillos perform most activities — 
foraging, eating, burrowing, mating at night. During the 
daylight hours, they spend up to 16 hours sleeping, usually in 
burrows. Armadillos rarely share their burrows with other 
armadillos, although they do share them with tortoises, 
snakes, and rats. When awake, armadillos spend more time 
foraging than most mammals.  

If you observe an armadillo in the wild, please participate in 
the NC Armadillo project by uploading and sharing your 
photos or download the iNaturalist app, available for iPhone 
and Android.  Another option for reporting an observation is 
by emailing armadillo@ncwildlife.org and including:  

• A photo of the armadillo (if available)  

• When it was observed (date and time)  

• The location where it was observed (GPS coordinates are 
best, but a detailed location description is acceptable)  

For more information go to www.ncwildlife.org.  

Eric Young 

Armadillos, cont. 
Allikas Scholarship Awarded 

On April 21, 2024, Carol McCullough, president of Sherwood 
Forest Friends, presented Steve O’Neil, Executive Director of 
Earthshine Nature Programs, with the Greg Allikas 
Scholarship. 
Steve O’Neil commented “Today’s children will grow up to 
make the big decisions regarding the future of wildlife, 
nature, conservation, science and energy.  It is our mission to 
communicate the most up-to-date, unbiased practices, 
technologies and environmental ethics so these children will 
be better informed to make those decisions.” 
Sherwood Forest Friends agrees and reinforces their mission 
AND our mission! 

July 6  

Square Dance  
Co-sponsored by Sherwood Forest Friends  

and Cedar Mountain Music Project from 6-9 p.m. in the Robin 

Hood Barn. $5 admission. Snacks and beverages available for 

purchase. Live music with the Whitewater Bluegrass Band. No 

experience needed, dances will be taught! 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/nc-armadillo
mailto:armadillo@ncwildlife.org

