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1 SHERWOOD FOREST FRIENDS 1)

Let’s begin tonight by toasting Irene Granger, who passed away a few
weeks ago. Irene was born in 1929 in Chicago, moved to Florida as a
teenager and raised her 3 daughters in Bradenton, but she found her way
eventually to SF in 1983. She held leadership roles with Habitat for
Humanity, the CMT CC and Women’s Workshop. I'm sure over the years
you have received a birthday card from her, or you've used the portable
toilet or horse manure at the garden. She was responsible for all of those. If
you ever visited her—even if you took her something—she sent you home
with goodies or a gift.

Her love of nature has prompted Jim , over the years, to donate to
Sherwood Forest and Sherwood Forest Friends in her memory—most
recently the raffle prize to the Duff pottery and jewelry exhibit for one of our
members. This year Thurman Hill was the winner. He is lucky and
smart—he bought one of Keri Zinc’s bracelets for Susan!

Earth Day is a big day for SFF. We sponsor a program and make a
donation to an environmental cause—and I'll announce now that this April
we will donate a butterfly attracting shrub or tree to the Arboretum in
Memory of Irene, so look for more information as we get closer to April.

She and Jim have been loyal benefactors for SFF doing many things behind
the scenes because they weren'’t after credit—they were just generous.

We are sorry Jim can’t join us tonight, but he appreciates knowing that we
are saluting Irene tonight. If you are inclined, you can made a donation to



SFF in memory of Irene—several of you already have—and we will
acknowledge that in our next newsletter and let Jim know of your support.

It is my responsibility to inform you members each year that SFF has been
busy implementing our mission statement. Most of you participate in all the
events that we organize, so you see first hand what we do!

Before we talk about what we have done this year, | want to introduce you
the board—the people getting things done!

Winkie Clark is our vice president. She takes on special projects —you know
the Chimney Swift towers, and this year she led the search for and
recognition of our scholarship winner.

Libby Brown is our secretary and responsible for communicating with you
when you make a donation or renew your membership, enclosing all the
information you need for your taxes.

Linda McGehee is our treasurer, which involves balancing our accounts,
working with our accountants and keeping up with our licenses.

Susan Wilkinson is our communications chair and among her jobs is
producing our newsletter, which is outstanding -and warmly received.

Clint Owings is our Cedar Mt representative on the board, and he helps us
in untold ways—from logistics, electronics, creative problem solving to
muscle when we need it.



Karen Bar-Zeev ‘s superpower is establishing relationships. She has been
responsible for our raffle baskets and last year, branching out into the silent
auction.

The most important thing about this group is that they work together
extremely well and will do anything that needs doing. This is a great group!

| will just give a brief summary of our accomplishments this year, reflecting
our 3 pronged mission of conserving environmental resources, preserving
the cultural resources of our mountain community and awarding a
scholarship each year to a program who prepares the next generation to do
the same.

2025 has been another good year for SFF.

In terms of conservation, 3 lots were acquired by SFF and conveyed to the
SF HOA as green space, with non-development clauses, keeping the lots
from being built on: Lots A7 and A8 on Cardinal Hill , purchased through
fundraising and Lot 34 on Red Oak, obtained through donation. This brings
the total number of lots in SF that have been conserved by SFF to 17 since
2018.

With regard to cultural preservation, SFF has embraced local history,
showcased talented artists, presented educational programs that highlight
our flora and fauna and continued to participate in the traditions of this
mountain area.

Earth Day, each April 22" is the beginning of our year. Saving and
Improving our environment is an ongoing task. Spring is a time of renewal,
and it isn’t accidental that we chose Earth Day for Membership renewals to
be due. And our first program each year celebrates the coming of spring
and changes after the winter months.



In 2025, we partnered with Nature Nuts to host Danna Smith, founder and
president of the Dogwood Alliance, to tell us about Forests, Climate and
Environmental Justice in the US South. We also made a contribution to
Connie Mero for the Arboretum’s purchase of plants for the dye garden. Al
of that was made possible by a grant from the Woodcutters’ Ken and
Harriet Walls Fund to support environmental education. We can do so much
when we work together!

During the Summer Series, we squared danced with the Shoo Fly dancers
of Cedar Mt, and we learned about Gaia Herbs from Kate Renner. Josh
Goforth entertained us with about a dozen instruments and family stories,
and Chris Bainbridge took us on some open roads adventures.

Also, we embraced our local history as SFF co-sponsored the McGaha
Chapel events again this year. In June we sing camp songs and eat
watermelon, and in December—This year, December 7", we sing carols and
come to the RHC for hot drinks and tasty food. I'll be soliciting bakers,
soon, so if you are interested, you contact me! Those are really fun
afternoons, and if you haven'’t attended, come this year, for a good time.

We extended another grant to Nature Nuts in 2025, to help cover the costs
of their speakers during the year.

SFF’s members were invited to attend an exhibition of Judith Duff’s pottery
and her daughter Keri Zinc’'s metalwork in October. Members could enter a
raffle to win $500 toward the purchase of artwork.

Our last event each year is our members meeting in November where you
get treated to delicious food, wine (without having to pay for it!) and you can
mingle with other members. It is our opportunity to thank you for all you do
as members—ijoining and making donations, making goodies for the
Christmas sing along, helping set up and clean up after our programs,
showing UP for the programs, and voting at 94% or higher to accept all our
lots that we have obtained and conveyed to the HOA.



You have had a chance tonight to see the third prong of our mission
statement in action: our scholarship. This year the Junior Appalachian
Musicians have entertained us in the barn and again tonight, letting you
know that the tradition of mountain music is alive and well and growing,
under the leadership of Owen Grooms.

Music continues to be an integral part of our culture, and an enormous
benefit to the people who play it. Analytical thinking, a sense of history,
teamwork, resilience, a feeling of accomplishment and pride of performance
are just some of the benefits these kids gain from playing music. We are
glad they played for us tonight.

There are 3 more items of business before | close:

1 Please thank Caroline Joe for our food tonight, and her kitchen helpers,
Linda McGehee, Brenda Knosher and Julie Boyer. They work hard to
make this night special!

2 Susan Wilkinson selected a theme for the next newsletter: After family
members, pets and all important papers are secured, what would you
grab as you were leaving your home...should that ever happen!

Let her know by December 1% if you will participate and then deliver
a maximum of 150 and a digital picture to her before December 15™.
We appreciate our readers’ willingness to embrace our newsletter!

3 Go ahead and put July 18" on your calendar. Guitarist Richard Smith is
returning to the barn by popular request.

4 Check under your seat tonight. 5 of you will find a SFF ticket taped
there and you can exchange it for a pot of mums to take home.

Thank you for coming tonight, and for your generosity and support all year.






